Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 

Message Text 

SECRET 

PAGE 01 STATE 196219 
ORIGIN NODS-OO 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO /001 R 

DRAFTED BY P:PCHABIB:JNP 
APPROVED BY P:PCHABIB 
NEA:RATHERTON 
S/S:PTARNOFF 

075847 180305Z/65 

O 180258Z AUG 77 ZFF4 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV IMMEDIATE 

SECRETSTATE 196219 

NODIS 


E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINR, IS.US 

SUBJECT: PRESS STATEMENT ON WEST BANK 

AT THE TIME YOU DELIVER PRESIDENTIAL MESSAGE TO BEGIN, 

SENT SEPTEL, YOU SHOULD ALSO INFORM HIM THAT IN RESPONSE 
TO QUESTIONS REGARDING ISRAEL'S EXTENSION OF QUOTE EQUAL 
RIGHTS UNQUOTE TO THE WEST BANK THE DEPARTMENT S 
SPOKESMAN WILL REPLY AS FOLLOWS: 

QUOTE THE FULL LEGAL IMPACT OF THE ISRAELI GOVERNMENT'S 
DECISION, WHICH WE UNDERSTAND WAS TAKEN IN PRINCIPLE 
WITH DETAILS OF IMPLEMENTATION TO BE WORKED OUT IN THE 
COMING WEEKS, IS NOT YET CLEAR. HOWEVER, WE HAVE NOTED 
WITH REGRET THE STATEMENT OF THE CABINET SECRETARY, WHEN 
ANNOUNCING THE DECISION, THAT ISRAEL CANNOT 'ANNEX THE 
LAND OF ISRAEL FOR THE PEOPLE OF ISRAEL SINCE IT ALREADY 
SECRET 

SECRET 

PAGE 02 STATE 196219 

BELONGS TO THEM.’ WE BELIEVE THE ACTION BY THE ISRAELI 
GOVERNMENT, REGARDLESS OF HUMANITARIAN AIMS, WAS 
UNHELPFUL BECAUSE IT CREATES AN IMPRESSION OF PERMANENCE 
OF ISRAEL'S OCCUPATION OF THE LANDS WHICH CAME UNDER 
ISRAELI CONTROL AS A RESULT OF THE JUNE 1967 WAR. SUCH 
ACTIONS CAN ONLY COMPLICATE THE PEACE PROCESS. UNQUOTE VANCE 
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PAGE 01 STATE 196219 
ORIGIN NODS-OO 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO /001 R 

66011 

DRAFTED BY:S/S-0:SGOLDSMITH 
APPROVED BY:S/S-0:SGOLDSMITH 

079827 181004Z/12 

O 180952Z AUG 77 ZFF4 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO WHITE HOUSE IMMEDIATE 

SECRETSTATE 196219 

NODIS 

FOR BRZEZINSKI 

FOLLOWING SECSTATE 196219 SENT ACTION TEL AVIV AUG. 18. 1977 
REPEATED TO YOU QUOTE 

SECRETSTATE 196219 

NODIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINR, IS.US 

SUBJECT: PRESS STATEMENT ON WEST BANK 

AT THE TIME YOU DELIVER PRESIDENTIAL MESSAGE TO BEGIN, 
SENT SEPTEL, YOU SHOULD ALSO INFORM HIM THAT IN RESPONSE 
TO QUESTIONS REGARDING ISRAEL'S EXTENSION OF QUOTE EQUAL 
RIGHTS UNQUOTE TO THE WEST BANK THE DEPARTMENT S 
SPOKESMAN WILL REPLY AS FOLLOWS: 

QUOTE THE FULL LEGAL IMPACT OF THE ISRAELI GOVERNMENT'S 
SECRET 
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DECISION, WHICH WE UNDERSTAND WAS TAKEN IN PRINCIPLE 
WITH DETAILS OF IMPLEMENTATION TO BE WORKED OUT IN THE 
COMING WEEKS, IS NOT YET CLEAR. HOWEVER, WE HAVE NOTED 
WITH REGRET THE STATEMENT OF THE CABINET SECRETARY, WHEN 
ANNOUNCING THE DECISION, THAT ISRAEL CANNOT 'ANNEX THE 
LAND OF ISRAEL FOR THE PEOPLE OF ISRAEL SINCE IT ALREADY 
BELONGS TO THEM.’ WE BELIEVE THE ACTION BY THE ISRAELI 
GOVERNMENT, REGARDLESS OF HUMANITARIAN AIMS, WAS 
UNHELPFUL BECAUSE IT CREATES AN IMPRESSION OF PERMANENCE 
OF ISRAEL'S OCCUPATION OF THE LANDS WHICH CAME UNDER 
ISRAELI CONTROL AS A RESULT OF THE JUNE 1967 WAR. SUCH 
ACTIONS CAN ONLY COMPLICATE THE PEACE PROCESS. UNQUOTE 
VANCE UNQUOTE VANCE 
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